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Who is Cleo Scott Brown?  
Award-Winning Author, Speaker and Race Relations Strategist 
Cleo Scott Brown is a woman on a mission. That mission? To use history 
to generate insightful, meaningful discussions about race relations, voting 
rights and social class that lead to introspection and change.  The founder 
of History Matters Institute, Cleo exudes new school wisdom and makes 
history relevant. She is a dynamic and gifted speaker and workshop leader 
with the ability to put audiences at ease while leading them to a place of 
heightened awareness and understanding. 
 
Many Americans lack the historical knowledge of what has transpired 
between different ethnic groups over time; therefore, Americans often 

struggle to relate to each other and to America’s unique history.  To bridge this gap, Cleo uses 
lessons from history to help connect the past with the present.  By linking today to the past, she 
enables her audiences to transform knowledge to understanding which leads to wisdom.   
 

Her History  
Cleo is uniquely qualified to speak on race relations, voting rights and social class because of a 
harrowing yet inspiring upbringing during a time of great social change in the South. 
 
As a young girl, Cleo Scott Brown was riding in her family’s car when it was fired upon at close 
range. The attack left her father injured, but alive with a strengthened resolve. His crime? Cleo’s 
father and her family had embarked on a daring and controversial mission: registering and 
organizing the African American vote in rural Louisiana.   
 
Before Cleo was even a teenager, she had become familiar with the constant barrage of threats, 
terror, and abuse that came with the fight to secure a fundamental right. Her childhood 
memories are filled with recollections of burning crosses, threatening phone calls, and each 
night praying that God would take her into his kingdom if that was the night “they” came to kill 
her.  She was also one of the first youth in her area to participate in a school integration 
experiment, an experience that proved to be more traumatic than living under the constant 
threat of the terror in the night.  Later she helped to integrate the professional ranks of General 
Motors in her first professional job.   
 
Despite her experiences as a part of the last Jim Crow generation, which would leave many 
jaded, Cleo does not harbor bitterness or resentment—instead choosing to focus on the lessons 
to be learned, the healing power of forgiveness, and the releasing power of truth.   
 
Cleo is the author of Raceology 101, a collection of writings for understanding on issues of race 
and recent winner of the National Federation of Press Women first place award for Adult Non-
Fiction.  She is also the author of Witness to the Truth (University of South Carolina Press), an 
account of a town’s and family’s struggle for human and voting rights in the rural south, 
starting in the late 1800s. It has been an Essence.com Top 10 non-fiction bestseller, selected as 
Ouachita Parish’s (LA) River Read Adult Summer Read selection. Cleo also publishes the 
History Matters Report, the monthly publication of History Matters Institute, and she was a 
contributor to the African American National Biography (Oxford University Press/Harvard 
University’s W. E. B. DuBois Institute). Some of her commentaries on race have been published 
in the Post & Courier (Charleston). Cleo is a top honor graduate of Grambling State University 
and a retired Risk Manager for a South Carolina utility.  
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Cleo’s Topics   
Cleo speaks and writes nationally on race relations, black history, voting rights, and class.  Her 
workshops address various types of subconscious bias, with a focus on race and class. 
 
Cleo believes that her experiences have been for a greater purpose. Her talent is using history to 
generate insightful, meaningful discussions that lead to introspection and change.  
 

Book Cleo  
Cleo is available for: 

• Book Talks (Bookstores, Book Clubs, Educational Institutions, etc.) 
• Bias Workshops: Think About What You Just Thought—Interactive workshop to help 

participants become more aware of personal biases; best for groups 50 or less.   
• Speech Topics:  

o Black History & Dr. King Day Keynotes 
o What Goes Around Comes Around—Using the past to understand the present 
o Voting Rights & Wrongs—understanding the how and the why of the attack on 

voting rights 
o Whose Report Do You Believe?—Inspirational messages focused on African 

American audiences using history to encourage and inspire.   
 

She is also available for community and faith-based events, panels, media interviews, and other 
public and private events. 
 

To schedule Cleo, contact her at: 
 Cleo Scott Brown – Speaker, Author, Race Relations Strategist 
 Scott Brown Group LLC d/b/a History Matters Institute 
 P. O. Box 415, Goose Creek, SC 29445 

cleo@cleoscottbrown.com|   https://cleoscottbrown.com/speaker-services/ 
 

What Others Have to Say  
“I really liked this session.  It really opened my eyes.” 
“Profound!” 
“This session was awesome and brought some amazing things into light. Very telling and valuable 
exercise.” Workshop Comments  
 

Her message was filled with wonderful nuggets of 
wisdom.  A.K.W. 
 

“You really opened my eyes.” Student, Southern University, 
LA 
 

An amazing speaker. E. B. 
 

I enjoyed every word. Lots to think about and learn. A. W.  
 

“Very impressed not only with your book, but with your 
speaking style before groups...you’re a super speaker.” 
Director, LSU 
 

“A spellbinding memoir….This book is so well written…it is difficult to put it down. Its contents also are 
of major importance…In a simple but profound fashion, Scott explains the rationale behind segregation 
and its psychological effects on whites and blacks, which is a key factor in understanding today’s racial 
problems.”  Charleston Post & Courier 

Sample of Past Clients 
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